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Intercultural Film Analysis
The movie Gran Torino was produced in 2008, and it was directed by Clint Eastwood. It is important to note that the movie features different essential societal topics that are likely to peoples’ way of life, such as issues related to intercultural communication. The various issues of cultural diversity in the movie are encountered with resistance and prejudice. Walt Kowalski’s world is significantly changing; this change is seen from the death of his wife, the neighborhood has deteriorated, the relationship with his sons is also not impressive, and the memories from the Korean War has also affected him. Through his interaction with Hmong children, Walt encounters the devastating prejudice that has affected the neighborhood teenage gang. The literature will analyze the movie Gran Torino and evaluate concepts from the book to understand the effects of cultural patterns. 
Cultural Patterns of the Hmong Culture
Cultural patterns point out the beliefs, values, as well as the social practices of the people. These patterns normally determine how people live and which activities they carry out (Ting-Toomey & Chung, 2012). It is essential to comprehend that cultural patterns changes from one group of people to another. From this movie, the cultural pattern may be demonstrated by the value of the cars. In different films, cars are used to reveal and exhibit an individuals’ value system. In this case, the muscle cars signify masculinity and also act as a sign of power. Walt thrilled by the Ford beauty and brags about it the gang members who also seems interested in it (Eastwood, 2008). Additionally, the white Honda belonging to the Hmong gang may also be seen as a sign of popular culture. It is highly reshaped and modifies; it has a spoiler on the back and also installed with a boom box. This symbolizes the power and identity of the gang. 
The boom box used by the gang to play music also represents the cultural pattern of the Hmong. The box is used to play hip hop music, which is sometimes thought to comprise of offensive and occasionally vulgar language which is likely to promote violence and crime in a community. In the movie, this type pf music is heard booming from a car belonging to the gang, and it is, therefore, confirmation of the Hmong popular culture (Eastwood, 2008). Additionally, consumables may also reflect the status and culture of the people. People from difficult culture have their choice of food, and changing it may result in cultural conflict. Concerning this, the brand of beer one may signify the economic or social class. The use of Pabst Blue Ribbon, which is Walt's favorite indicates about his love for the 1970s, culture. 

Effects of Cultural Patterns on Interpersonal Communication
Ordinarily, cultural patterns shape peoples’ communication in terms of the choice of words used when interacting. In most cases, people from different cultural backgrounds are more likely to face communication breakdown, especially when they do not have a common language (Ting-Toomey & Chung, 2012). It is keynoting that language is cultural and may be impacted by different factors such as generation, values, as well as other societal factors. In some situations, even when people used the same language differences may be observed in language use as well as in other communication styles. For example, from the movie, Walt’s language appears offensive, and it can be attributed to his military background. Although he uses the same language with his family, this creates divisions in his family (Eastwood, 2008). Additionally, there is also interpersonal conflict when Tao’s cousin together with other Hmong gang members come to rescue Tao from a Mexican gang, in this case, Tao is not aware of gang culture which his cousin is a member. 

Appropriate Nonverbal Communication in the Hmong Culture
It is necessary to understand that intercultural miscommunications occur as a result of individuals cultural-laden linguistic habits. These habits are likely to influence how people communicate and how they perceive other persons’ messages. To promote flexible intercultural communication, it is vital to be cautious of both verbal and non-verbal communication cues (Ting-Toomey & Chung, 2012). From the movie Gran Torino, proper non-verbal communication involves showing gratitude, for example, when Walt instructed the gang members to leave his lawn, the people were thankful and expressed their appreciation by offering him food and flowers (Eastwood, 2008). Also, the Hmong perceive making eye contact and touching someone on the head as being rude. 
Interpersonal Communication Portrayed the Difference between the Film and My Culture
There are several issues observed in the movie Gran Torino that are entirely different from my culture. For example, the use of offensive language appears accepted in the movie. This is entirely from a culture where people are expected to remain polite. Additionally, when talking to an individual looking someone making the eye contact is regarded as crucial because it indicates one’s attentiveness and is also a sign of respecting the person talking. 
In summation, having analyzed the movie Gran Torino and evaluated concepts from the book to understand the effects of cultural patterns, it is true that cultural patterns are determined by different factors such as peoples' activities and how they live. Additionally, the cultural patterns may value depending on peoples' cultural background. Cultural patterns may also influence intercultural communication because it influences the choice of words and other non-verbal cues. In Hmong culture, some of the distinctive non-verbal communication includes not making eye contact and touching someone on the head.
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